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Mini-Sentinel is a pilot project sponsored by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to inform and 
facilitate development of a fully operational active surveillance system, the Sentinel System, for 
monitoring the safety of FDA-regulated medical products. Mini-Sentinel is one piece of the Sentinel 
Initiative, a multi-faceted effort by the FDA to develop a national electronic system that will complement 
existing methods of safety surveillance. Mini-Sentinel Collaborators include Data and Academic Partners 
that provide access to health care data and ongoing scientific, technical, methodological, and 
organizational expertise. The Mini-Sentinel Coordinating Center is funded by the FDA through the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Contract number HHSF223200910006I. 
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I. COMMON COMPONENTS PACKAGE CONTENTS1 

File Name File Description 
ms_common_components.sas Common-Components “include” SAS® program 
ms_setup_macros.sas Setup SAS® macros included by 

ms_common_components.sas 
ms_header_program_template.sas Template SAS® program header compatible with 

ms_common_components.sas 

II. COMMON COMPONENTS PACKAGE INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Place the ms_common_components.sas and ms_setup_macros.sas files in a central location 
that is accessible to all executing Mini Sentinel SAS jobs. It helps if the location is also easy to 
find by site programmers who will need to specify the full path of the 
ms_common_components.sas file for each SAS job that includes common components. 

2. Place the ms_header_program_template.sas file in a convenient location for copying by 
programmers who wish to develop new programs that include common components.  You may 
wish to place it in the same location as the other two files in the common components package 
or you may wish to put it in a separate directory with other template programs at your site. 

3. Edit the value of each macro variable in the ms_common_components.sas file according 
instructions in the file.  

1 The code for Mini-Sentinel Common Components was generated using SAS software. Copyright, SAS Institute Inc. 
SAS and all other SAS Institute Inc. product or service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS 
Institute Inc., Cary, NC, USA. 
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